g) Lo sciamanasemo siberiano
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Can you help us to identify this picture further? 

We have a problem locating the excact source of this nice little vignette illustration. We found it in "Mytologisk Leksikon" (a Danish translation of "Knaurs Lexikon der Mythologie" by Gerhard J. Bellinger, Droemer Knauer Verlag, Munchen 1989; in Danish 1993, translated by Jørgen Hansen, published by Gyldendal). 

The picture is a Siberian world picture (on p. 349 in the Danish edition, located near the entry "shaman"). The small vignette has the following figure caption (our translation to English) 

	"Siberian world picture in the form of a world tree, that from the underworld reaches out over the Earth with deer and humans and reaches up to the sky (see shaman)" 


Parts of the true story of a world picture 
We had a problem locating the excact source of this nice little vignette illustration, and therefore asked the internet for help (here is the original 1996 question page). 
Originally, we found the picture in a Danish translation of Knaurs Lexikon der Mythologie by Gerhard J. Bellinger (Droemer Knauer Verlag, Munchen 1989). There, and in Alexander Eliot's Myths (McGraw-Hill, New York, 1976), it was postulated that it was a Siberian world picture, showing a world tree that - with its roots in the underworld - rises through the inhabited earth to penetrate the realm of the gods. 

	"A symbolical map of the Universe - maybe the earliest image of such type in human history." 
"The central, cross-like figure represents the "Spirith-Master of the drum". The space of the picture divided into two important zones: above you see the sky (Upper World) with stars. Below the horizontal line there is a human world (Middle World). In the left part, the shaman, holding the drum. Above him - Mountain rams. In the right part: The horse beneath the tree, this animal ready for sacrifice. Above, the same animal after being sacrificed. It's skin is attached to a special ritual construction called Tayilga." 
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